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_' Sincerely yours,

r€° S1y4

Kt A’%.,' | UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
- 2. o REGION 2 ,
e o 290 BROADWAY ;
0,‘5 ‘ o NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866
4L prOTE - ’ S B R ’ . .
SEP "3 1997 s
Willard Aubrey |

Supervisor, Town of Hartford o

. Town of Hartford
- Hartford NY 12838

Dear Mr Aubrey

Thisisin response to your letters of June 9, 1997 to EPA Adrmmstrator (‘arol Browner and EPA
Region 2 Administrator Jeanne M. Fox regarding the Hudson River PCBs site. Your letters
forward a copy of a recent Resolution by the Town of Har*ford in which the Town expresses its
opposition to any remediation measures for the site that ir.volve the dredging of PCB-
contaminated sedlments from the Hudson River and the dxsposal of those sedunents ina landﬁll

EPA is aware of the concerns of a number of members of the_ Upper Hudson Rlver commumty

- associated with potential dredging of PCB-contaminated sediments from the Upper Hudson

River. As you know, EPA has not yet determined whether it will be apps opriate or necessary to -
dredge Hudson River sediments in order to address PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson ‘
River. Such a decision will be made only after EPA completes its Reassessment study of the
Hudson River PCBs site which, when completed, will include a detailed characterization of the
PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson River and the risks associated with that contamination..

- EPA also-will prepare-and release for public comment a Feasibility-Study in which the'Agency -

will evaluate several remedial options for the River sedxments including “no-action” and various
dredging alternatives. “Community acceptance” is one of the criteria that must be considered by
EPA when the Agency ultimately makes a remedial decision for the Upper Hudson River
sediments and, while EPA cannot sacrifice protection of human health and the environment in
favor of community acceptance, public comments can play a 51grnﬁcant role in EPA’s ultimate
-remedlal decrsxon R r Lo L : ~

1In March 1996, EPA staff made a presentation to the Washington County Board of Supervisors .-
on the Hudson River PCBs Reassessment study. EPA is willing to make additional presentatlons s

- to the Board of Supervisors, or a similar group, to keep you informed of the findings of the

Reassessment. Please contact Ann Rychlenskr at (212) 637-3672 if you wish to arrange for sﬁch

- abriefing.

" Richard L. Caspe, Director-

Emergency and Remedxal Response D1v1s1on
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cc:  John Cahill, Commissioner NYSDEC

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Senator Alphonse D’ Amato -

Congressman Gerald B. Solomon
Governor George Pataki '

~NYS Senator Ronald B. Stafford
'NYS Assemblyman Bobby D’Andrea

NYS Assemblywoman Elizabeth Little
NYS Assemblyman Richard L. Brodsky
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JUNE 9, 1997 HARTF ORD TOWN BOARD

970098 - WHERE AS BOND INTEREST DA90730.7 IN THE AMOUNT OF
$1913.00 WAS ADOPTED FOR THE 1997 BUDGET AND NOTE PAID WAS
FOR $1928.43 BE IT RESOLVED TO INCREASE DA90730.7 BY

$15.43 AND DECREASE MACHINERY ACCOUNT DA5130.4

BY A LIKE AMOUNT. MOTION BY SUPERVISOR AUBREY 2ND

BY COUNCILMAN HANNA VOTE PASSED 5 AYES 0 NAYS

970099 - MOTION TO SUPPORT THE OPPOSING DREDGING OF THE
UPPER HUDSON RIVER AND CREATION OF TOXIC WASTE LANDFILL.
WHEREAS, THE U.3. ENVIRONMENTAL PRCTECTION AGERCY iS
REASSESSING ITS 1984 DECISION NOT TO DREDGE THE UPPER HUDSON
RIVER TO REMOVE BURIED SEDIMENT CONTAINING PCBs, AND

WHEREAS, THE EPA HAS RECENTLY RELEASED A REPORT THAT SUGGEST
THE AGENCY MAY BE PREPARING TO REVERSE ITS POSITION AND ORDER
DREDGING, AND

WHEREAS, PCB LANDFILL PROJECTS HAVE TWICE BEFORE BEEN
PROPOSED FOR AGRICULTURAL PROPERTIES IN THE TOWN OF
FORT EDWARD AND HAVE TWICE BEEN STOPPED THROUGH LEGAL
ACTION, POLITICAL ACTION AND THE VIGILANCE OF CITIZENS OF
FORT EDWARD, WASHINGTON COUNTY AND SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES, AND

WHERE AS, THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF HARTFORD HAS
STEADFASTLY OPPOSED UPPER HUDSON RIVER REMEDIATION OPTIONS
THAT INVOLVE PCB DREDGE-AND-LANDFIILL PROJECTS OF ANY KIND,
AND HAS ASKED OTHER MUNICIPALITIES TO JOIN FORT EDWARD IN
OPPOSITION TO SUCH PROJECTS BASED ON THEIR NEGATIVE
REGIONAL iMPACTS, AND |

WHEREAS, A PCB DREDGE-AND-LANDFILL PROJECT WOULD HAVE
SIGNIFICANT, LONG-TERM ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL UPPER HUDSON RIVER COMMUNITIES,
ESPECIALLY AFFECTING THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY, WHICH DEPENDS
ON CONSUMER CONFIDENCE IN THE PURITY OF ITS PRODUCTS,
CONFIDENCE LIKELY TO BE UNDERMINED BY THE PRESENCE OF A
HAZARDOUS WASTE LANDFILL; AND ESPECIALLY IMPAIRING THE
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO MAKE LOCAL COMMUNITIES ATTRACTIVE
PLACES TO LIVE, WORK AND RAISE FAMILIES BECAUSE PCB LANDFILL
WOULD DESTROY FOREVER THE PASTORAL QUALITY OF LIFE THAT IS
OUR GREATEST ASSET, AND

WHEREAS, A HUDSON RIVER DREDGING PROJECT WOULD DISRUPT
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JUNE 9, 1997 HARTFORD TOWN BOARD

NORMAL RECREATIONAL USE OF THE RIVER AND JEOPARDIZE FUTURE
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INVESTMENTS IN RIVER RELATED AMENITIES
AFFECTING THE ENTIRE UPPER HUDSON REGION, AND-

WHEREAS, THE MERE POSSIBILITY OF A PCB DREDGE-AND-LANDFILL
PROJECT ADVERSELY AFFECTS LAND VALUES THROUGHOUT THE

- UPPER HUDSON REGION AND DISCOURAGES PRIVATE INVESTMENT

THAT MIGHT LEAD TO THE CREATION OF NEW JOBS, AND

WHEREAS, REPRESENTATIVES OF WASHINGTON COUNTY AND MANY
LOCAL GCVERNMENTS HAVE TAKEN AN ACTIVE ROLE IN EPA's

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND HAVE REPEATEDLY ASKED EPA TO EVALUATE
ALL OF THE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF A PCB LANDFILL ON THE RESOURCES
AND ECONOMY OF THE COUNTY, AND

WHEREAS, EPA HAS CONDUCTED NO SUCH EVALUATION AND HAS MADE
NO COMMITMENT TO CONDUCT SUCH AN EVALUATION BEFORE ANY
DECISION TO ESTABLISH A PCB LANDFILL IS REACHED, AND WHEREAS,
A SIGNIFICANT BODY OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE DEMONSTRATES THAT
CONDITIONS IN THE HUDSON RIVER ARE IMPROVING, WITH PCB LEVELS
DECLINING IN WATER, SEDIMENT AND FISH, SUCH THAT THE STATE OF
NEW YORK HAS REOPENED THE CATCH-AND-RELEASE FISHERY IN THE
UPPER RIVER, AND

WHEREAS, DREDGING CONTAMINATED SEDIMENTS HAS BEEN SHOWN
TO BE INEFFECTIVE IN IMPROVING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS ELSE-
WHERE, AND '

WHEREAS, THERE IS NO CREDIBLE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT DREDGING
SEDIMENTS FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE HUDSON RIVER WOULD
SIGNIFICANTLY ACCELERATE THE IMPROVEMENTS ALREADY TAKING
PLACE AS A RESULT OF ONGOING REMEDIATION WORK AND THE RIVERS
NATURAL RECOVERY PROCESSES, AND

WHEREAS, EPA ITSELF DETERMINED IN 1984 THAT A MAJOR DREDGING
PROJECT "COULD BE ENVIRONMENTALLY DEVASTATING TO THE RIVER
ECOSYSTEM AND CANNOT BE CONSIDERED TO ADEQUATELY PROTECT
THE ENVIRONMENT," (USEPA, SUPERFUND RECORD OF DECISION AT PAGE
8) AND DETERMINED THAT "THE ACTUAL RELIABILITY AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT DREDGING TECHNOLOGIES IN THIS
PARTICULAR SITUATION IS SUBJECT TO CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY,"
(DECISION AT PAGE 11), AND '

WHEREAS, EPA RECOGNIZED THAT THE MANY TONS OF MATERIAL TO
BE REMOVED IN A DREDGING PROJECT WOULD REQUIRE AND
"IMPRACTICALLY LARGE CONTAINMENT FACILITY" DECISION AT PAGE
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‘JUNE 9, 1997 HARTFORD TOWN BOARD
8), AND
WHEREAS, THE TOWN BOARD OF HARTFORD FINDS THERE IS NO
DEMONSTRATED ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT TO A DREDGE-AND-
LANDFILI, PROJECT ON THE HUDSON RIVER AND MANY UNMITIGATED

LONG-TERM NEGATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONSEQUENCES AFFECTING THE ENTIRE REGION, AND

WHEREAS, THE TOWN BOARD OF HARTFORD FINDS THAT A DREDGE-AND-
LANDFILL PROJECT WOULD BE A GROSS, UNWARRANTED AND
UNNECESSARY INSULT TO THE HUDSON RIVER ITSELF AND THE COM-
MUNITIES OF THE UFPER HUDSON REGION, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE TOWN BOARD OF HARTFORD, IN CONCERT
WITH THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORT EDWARD, HEREBY
EXPRESSES ITS OPPOSITION TO HUDSON RIVER REMEDIATION MEASURES
THAT INVOLVE DREDGE-AND-LANDFILL EFFORTS OF ANY KIND AND
HEREBY TRANSMITS NOTICE OF SUCH OPPOSITION, IN WRITING, TO

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ADMINISTRATOR CAROL
BROWNER;REGION Il USEPA ADMINISTRATOR JEANNEM. FOX; U.S. SEN.
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN AND U.S. SEN. ALPHONSE D'AMATO;,

U.S. REP. GERALD B. SOLOMON; NEW YORK GOV. GEORGE PATAKI,
ACTING NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

- COMMISSIONER JOHN CAHILL; NEW YORK STATE SEN. RONALD B.

STAFFORD, AND NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN BOBBY D'ANDREA
AND NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYWOMAN ELIZABETH LITTLE.
MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMAN EASTMAN 2ND BY COUNCILMAN
WOODCOCK VOTE PASSED 5 AYES 0 NAYS

CORRESPONDENCE;

SUPERVISOR AUBREY READ A LETTER FROM HARTFORD CENTRAL
SCHOOL CONCERNING A SAFETY DEVISE ON RT. 149 FOR THE
CROSSING OF CHILDREN GOING TO AND FROM SCHOOL.
SUPERVISOR AUBREY READ A LETTER FROM THE MULHALYS
CONCERNING THE TOWN PURCHASING LAND FROM THEM. THEY
REQUESTED AN OFFER.

SUPERVISOR AUBREY READ A LETTER FROM THE CHAIN LAKES
CABLEVISION REGARDING AN INCREASE IN RATES.

A RECESS WAS CALLED TO LOOK UP TIIE CONTRACT WITH CHAIN
LAKES CABLEVISION TO SEE WHEN IT IS COMMING UP FOR RENEWAL.

THE CONTRACT WILL COME UP ON AUGUST 11,1998. ALETTER WILL
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