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UNIVERSAL OIL PRODUCTS (CHEMICAL DIVISION)
East Rutherford, New Jersey
 
 
Conditions at listing (December 1982): Universal Oil Products (Chemical Division) once manufactured
specialty chemicals on an 85-acre site in East Rutherford, Bergen County, New Jersey. The company
razed the plant in 1980. Waste solvents and solid chemical wastes were dumped into two unlined lagoons,
which were later filled in. Surface water, ground water, and a large quantity of soils are contaminated.
Ground water provides process cooling water to industry and drinking water to residents of Wallington
Township.
 
The site is in the coastal wetland management area of the Hackensack River Basin. It is bordered on
the southeast by Berry's Creek; one of its tributaries, Ackerman's Creek, passes through the site. Berry's
Creek joins the Hackensack River about 3.5 miles downstream. Surface waters are used for recreation.
 
Status (July 1983): An Administrative Order and Directive Letter to conduct a remedial investigation was
issued to the site owners.
 
For more information about the hazardous substances identified in this narrative summary, including
general information regarding the effects of exposure to these substances on human health, please see
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) ToxFAQs. ATSDR ToxFAQs can be
found on the Internet at ATSDR - ToxFAQs  (http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp) or by telephone
at 1-888-42-ATSDR or 1-888-422-8737.
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