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GRIMLY DETERM]NED Mllford Mayor 11m Gallos wants the old paper “mill site secured,
cleaned up and: redeveloped in‘a reasonable way With the EPA mterested in the c]eanup, he may
eventually get his w1sh '
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By John Monteith e ..Iames Gallos expressed surane at sev' 1
MILFORD “The scavenged ‘the long list of chemicals uncov-
and rusting Milford paper mill is €red at the site. .. .-
an environmental threat to neigh- - Councilman Don Pursell said
bors and trespassers who can still that the owners had done a good
acees‘s the property, accordmgto a !‘ob of! h1dmg the conta:mnauon- £
récént, report, prépared by the fed- “all these years.”
era] an nental Protectlon The “EPA 'is sollcmng pubhc
T N Vcomments on its proposal; to de;

p@ﬂedx%ecun giiards.’ De-.
ol ﬂwfensﬁng and:*limirag se-.
: vtl'le facxhty re-
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.condition m{many of the areas.
throughout the facﬂxty .The Mil-,

ford mill:will continde to deterio-
tate sinée’ it has.not been main-

“tained and is subject to occasional
flooding from the; Delaware: River

and’ precxpltatlon -that enters:

through openings in the'structure;
‘Currently, the- potenhal emsts for
ongomg releases - “ofy; fri

ily ‘members: “Asbestos-exposure

.oam tw th ’
' o8 two- p rinary. heal» nsksv the immune system and. produce

. ‘birth defects.

.Famﬂ Health Cente
iOO and 750 feet north of the
mill.

, Vapors of carcmogemc chemx- :
cals - rising from béneath.one-of .
~The mill went through ‘a rapid
‘succession of ‘owners -and ‘ended
- up the property of Curtis Special- -
ty. -Paper: Co. in~2001. “Curtis-
i -;closed “the; inill ;and . went mto:

‘the mill facilities “could poten—
tlally migrate “to 'nearby . resi-
dences located within 250 feet.”

Ha;ardous $oil SHbSGI}nces at-

c, ' benzopyrene,s

’_ _ vmyl

er'lie between..

; chlonde aceto y
trichloroethane, dlchloroethane‘
toluene, and tetrachloroethene
~PCBs are the. pnmary chemical
contaminant, found in soil and
the- trout-producing creek that
flows  through Milford and into
the:Delaware near the paper mill.
Récreational fishing takes place
at-the confluence of the river and

the “creek. The ﬂoodplam at the
- base of the steep creek embank.
"~ ment is used as'a hrkmg path’ and

as an access to the river.

;- PCBs are readily absorbed and
¢ ay- pers1st in’-tissues for years.
- They can accumulate to concen-.
.+ trations that are toxic, and long-
‘term exposure can affect the skin
... and liver. Phey- can .cross‘a pla- -

nd-hair, fam-
E. air to expose fam " trate in breast milk. Suspected

centa to the fetus and can concen-.

carcmogens, they may. also affect

. For information on submrttmg'
public comments on the EPA pro-

- posal to add the mill to the feder-
- al’ Superfund program, ' visit
"epa.gov/superfund/sites/npl/pub-
‘com.htm, or contact . Dennis
' -Munhall,’ Region 2 NPL' Coordi-

nator, -at 212-637- 4343A r

- munhall.dennis@epa.gov. -

The Milford paper mill was the ’
fourth built: in the- area by-the

-: family-owned R1ege1 Paper Co.

The plant opened in 1907 with 75

“-employees, and -over -time .that
ey number peaked | at 700 Expan--
.sion, mergers and the sale of
~stock to finance growth eventual-

ly diluted the Riegels’ ownership..
In 1978 the famlly sold its -fe-
maining -stock in the company.:

bank‘mptcv in 2003,



