
  

 

     

  

Public Input on General Electric’s Upland Disposal 
Facility Site Supplemental Information Package 

February 2026 – April 2026 

Public Input Period Ended on April 6, 2026 



TOWN OF LENOX Jay R. Green, J.D . 
6 Walker Street, Lenox, MA 01240 T own Manager 
www.townoflenox.com 

April 2, 2026 

Mr. Josh Fontaine [VIA EMAIL: Fontaine.Joshua@epa.gov] 
Remedial Project Manager 
Rest of River 
5 Post Office Sq. Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 

Re: Town of Lenox Comments, Upland Disposal Facility Construction Supplemental 
Information Package, February 18, 2026 

Dear Mr. Fontaine and EPA staff: 

The Town of Lenox provides this letter to convey its comments regarding the Upland Disposal 
Facility Construction Supplemental Information Package submitted by General Electric (GE) and 
its contractors for the planned construction of the Upland Disposal Facility (UDF) for disposal of 
dredged sediments and soil/sediments removed from floodplains during the remediation of the 
Housatonic River to be performed by GE and their subcontractors. The Supplemental Information 
Package (SIP) presents a comprehensive description of construction-related elements and 
activities to be performed by the selected contractor (Charter Environmental) for construction of 
the UDF and related UDF operational support areas. 

As requested by the Town of Lenox ("the Town" ), Weston and Sampson Engineers, Inc. ("Weston 
& Sampson") has reviewed the relevant SIP documents. In general, all elements and activities 
necessary for the construction phase of the UDF have been adequately addressed and are in 
general accordance with the requirements of the UDF Revised Final Design Plan. Specifically, the 
SIP provides a Site Construction Plan (Section 2) that addresses all elements of the construction 
phase from pre-construction tasks through site preparation, earthwork, baseliner system, 
leachate collection and management system, stormwater management system, and site utility 
construction activities. 

The SIP provides a Project Safety Plan (Section 3) which includes a site-specific Health and Safety 
Plan (provided in Appendix A) and a summary of the Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan that has been developed by Charter for the project. The SIP 
includes a Project Quality Plan (Section 4) which discusses best management practices (BMPs) to 
be implemented for control of noise, dust, lightning, and odors. The Project Quality Plan also 
includes a description of the field-based and laboratory-based construction quality 
assurance/quality control (QA/QC) systems to be implemented for the project. The SIP also 
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provides a project work schedule, submittal tracking procedures, and the source for backfill 
materials requiring import. 

One potential element of the Rest of River Remedial Action project not addressed or included in 
the SIP is facilitation for receipt, dewatering, and processing for placement of sediment materials 
removed from the remediation area using hydraulic dredging methodologies and transported to 
the site via force main piping. In speaking with EPA staff during the conference call of March 30, 
2026, the Town inquired about the absence of these items including water treatment facilities. 
EPA staff were aware of the absence and informed Lenox town staff that dewatering and water 
treatment facility construction will be addressed in a future submittal to EPA by GE and its 
contractors. 

The Town suggests that the SIP be revised to communicate that information regarding the 
description and details of UDF site infrastructure (e.g., force-main piping route, dewatering area, 
dewatering liquid management, sediment treatment/thickening, etc.) will be provided in another 
submittal and at an anticipated time should receipt of hydraulically-dredged sediment at the UDF 
via force-main piping be implemented for the Rest of River Remedial Action project. 



 

   

 

             
              

                   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

     

   

 

   

 

 

 

   

     

 

    

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

    

     

 

TOWN OF LEE R. Christopher Brittain, 

32 Main Street, Lee, MA 01238 Town Administrator 
www.lee.ma.us 

April 6, 2026 

Mr. Josh Fontaine 

EPA New England 

10 Lyman Street, Suite 2 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Dear Mr. Fontaine: 

On behalf of the Select Board and PCB Advisory Committee, please see the following 

comments from the Town of Lee regarding the Review of Upland Disposal Facility 

(UDF) Construction Supplemental Information Package (SIP) 

1. The Town request that “stockpile areas” be shown on the design drawings and that 

references to the applicable design drawings will be included in the text. 

2. It is requested that residual soil, mud, debris, stems, rhizomes, etc. generated by 

equipment decontamination should be shipped off-site along with the dried phragmites 

vegetation to Casella of Newport, VT. 

3. The Town would like a copy of the Contractor’s Spill Prevention, Control, and 

Countermeasures Plan (SPCC) to be submitted to the Town of Lee for review. 

4. Oil and Hazardous Materials (OHM) should not be stored at the point of use thus the 

SPCC should discuss where OHM will be centrally stored. The SPCC should discuss 

the management, handling, and storage onsite of refuse/solid waste during construction. 

5. The Town requests that site security should include CCTV to monitor gates and other 

vulnerable locations. In addition, that town would like public access to at least one site 

camera showing a general view of the UDF site.  We also request that the footage be 

stored for the duration of the project and that the Town have access to the full set of 

recordings. 

6. The Town requests that due to possible adverse effects on Lee residents, if GE plans 

to work on Saturdays or “off-hours” GE must notify/contact Town officials in advance. 
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7. The Town requests that GE provide regular maintenance (cleaning/sweeping) of the 

paved roadways (e.g., Woodland, Willow Brook) used to access the UDF during 

construction. 

8. The Town would like to know what is the process for handling resident complaints 

about nuisance noise, dust, odors, light, etc.? A proactive communications plan is 

requested with complaint logs available to the town. 

9. The plan references that the work schedule as Table 3 but Table 4 is attached. 

10. The plan is silent on progress reporting. The town requests that GE or its contractor 

provide monthly construction progress reports to the Town of Lee and that the content 

and delivery of these reports be memorialized in a revised SIP. 

11. The plan is silent on public outreach/participation. It is suggested that some type of 

public outreach/participation be incorporated into a revised SIP. 

Sincerely, 

R. Christopher Brittain 

Town Administrator 
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