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New Bedford Harbor 
Superfund Site 

Virtual Public Meeting 

January 17, 2024 

6:00PM – 7:30PM 
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Closed Captioning 
1. Language and Speech 
2. Turn on live captions MUTE your PC mic button 

See participants 

Ask questions / share comment 

Turn your video on/off 
Hang up 
button 

Virtual Meeting Participant Instructions 



 

 

Ground Rules 
for Online 

Participation 

Our requests: 

Keep your microphone muted when not 
speaking 

Respect time limits for questions and 
comments 

Keep comments and chats respectful and 
appropriate for a public audience 

Follow the facilitators’ guidance and 
instructions on how to participate 



Project Team 

• Aaron Shaheen – EPA Community Involvement Coordinator 

• David Dickerson – EPA Remedial Project Manager 

• Natalie Burgo – EPA Remedial Project Manager 

• Marie Esten – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Project Manager 

• Paul Craffey – Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Project Manager 



Agenda 

Review of 2023 
accomplishments 

Upcoming 2024 work 

Seafood Consumption 
Advisories 



 The Upper Harbor - looking north 

Photo credit: Ed Pepin 
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1. Completed East Zone 2 saltmarsh remediation 

2. Completed East Zone 3 remediation except for saltmarsh 

plantings in spring 2024 

3. Restoration in process at West Zone 2/3 (excavation is 100 % 

complete, backfilling is now ~20% complete) 

Summary of 2023 
4.  Monitoring and maintenance of remediated shorelines 

Accomplishments 
5. Capped the Superfund CAD Cell in the Lower Harbor 

6. Began offsite disposal of “Cell 1” material at Sawyer St 

7. Collaborated with Buzzards Bay Coalition for reuse of 

clean sand from its Marsh Island saltmarsh project 

(all areas are shown on the next slides) 
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West Zone 2/3 

East Zone 2 

Areas of Work: 2023 
Upper Harbor 

Legend: 

dredged areas (completed 2020) 

intertidal areas completed 

intertidal areas 2023 - 2024 

sediment cap areas (completed 2019) 

dredging not needed 

East Zone 3 

Cell 1 



Excavated areas 
Temporary access road 

Amphibious excavator 

East Zone 3 – June 2023 

Photo credit: Ed Pepin 



Photo credit: Ed Pepin 

East Zone 3 – July 2023 
material handling area 
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East Zone 2 Restoration 

Saltmarsh grasses being planted 
(after excavation and clean backfill) 

Photo credit:  Jacobs Engineering 



West Zone 2/3 Excavation 
August 2023 

Photo credit: Ed Pepin 
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Restoration Monitoring 

Mapping of: 
1 – sparse vegetation 
2 – invasive species 
3 – erosional areas 

Legend: 

sparse vegetation 

Phragmites (invasive) 

purple loose-strive (invasive) 

wetland/saltmarsh area 

upland area 



Restoration Monitoring 

West Zone 4 and 

L-014 sediment cap 

November 2023 

Photo credit: D. Dickerson 



Non-EPA YouTube Video of Saltmarsh Restorations in Fairhaven 

https://youtu.be/3HjWGyXlNX8 

https://youtu.be/3HjWGyXlNX8
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Marsh 

Island 

Capping of the 
Superfund CAD 

Cell 

North Terminal Navigational 

CAD cell 4 

Superfund Lower Harbor 
CAD cell (LHCC) 

Rt 6 
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biologically active layer 

organic silts 

clean sand and gravel 

bed rock 

1. Harbor bottom as is 2. Excavation of top silts 3. Excavation of clean sand 

4. Placement of sediments 6. Surface “bowl” fills in over time 

contaminated 

sediment 

split-hull scow 

silt curtain/ 

oil boom 

5. Placement of sand cap 

Sand-TOC cap 

natural sediment deposition over time 

split-hull scow 

Sand-TOC cap 

Confined Aquatic Disposal (CAD) Cell 
Not to scale 

TOC = Total Organic Carbon EPA Region 1 



 

Superfund CAD Cell 

CAD4 

Photo Credit: Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC 

Clean sand from the bottom 
of CAD4 was used to cap 
the Superfund CAD Cell 

Marsh Island 

North Terminal 

Former EPA Dewatering Facility 



 

Market 
Basket 

Sawyer St 

Cell 2 

Riverside 
Park 

Sawyer St Support Facility 
Looking south 

Photo credit: Ed Pepin 

Cell 1Pilot CDF 

Offsite disposal and backfill 



 

  

Marsh Island Saltmarsh Project, Fairhaven, MA – Buzzards Bay Coalition 
June 2023 

Clean sand that was excavated as part of this 
Natural Resource Damages (NRD) project was used 

for NBH Superfund Site backfill 

Photos courtesy of BBC 



 

 

I 
I _,,, 

Upcoming work in 
2024 

1.  Finish offsite disposal of Cell 1 material 

2. Finish backfilling at West Zone 2/3 

3.  Install saltmarsh plantings at EZ3 and WZ 2/3 

4.  Monitoring and maintenance of saltmarshes 

5.  Start construction of pilot CDF cap 

6.  North of Wood Street bridge mini hot-spots 

7.  Focused Feasibility Study for sediment caps 
- public comment period late in 2024 

(all areas are shown on the next slides) 
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West Zone 2/3 

Areas of Work:  2024 

Legend: 

dredged areas (completed 2020) 

intertidal areas completed 

intertidal areas 2024 

sediment cap areas (completed 2019) 

dredging not needed 

North of Wood Street mini-hot spots 

East Zone 3 

Cell 1 

NWS mini hot spots 



 

 

 

Market 
Basket 

Sawyer St 

Cell 1Pilot CDF Cell 2 

Offsite disposal and backfill Backfill 

Riverside 
Park 

Sawyer St Support Facility – 2024 work 

1. Finish offsite disposal of material in Cell 1, 
and place clean backfill in Cells 1 and 2. 

2. Start construction of the Pilot CDF cap. 

Photo credit: Ed Pepin 



 

Market 
Basket 

Riverside 
Park 

Sawyer St 

Pilot CDF Future Redevelopment 

Future 
River 
Walk 

Integrating the Pilot CDF cap 
into the River Walk plan 

Base photo credit: Ed Pepin 



 Fish consumption restrictions and advisories continue 



 

1979 State Fishing Ban - PCBs (still in effect) 

New Bedford 

Roui11K ..... 

YOU ARE 
HERE ' 

"-. ·­...... 

c ..... 
Point 

Area 1 

@ @ 

Fairhaven 

Area 2 

Area 3 

lwtmouth 

..... 

Rolftl! HIII .,.,. 

Mattapoisett 

--.. Bay 

_. 
Island 

Buzunls 
Bay 

, 
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@ Do NOT eat shel lfish 201 O US EPA Recommendations (still in effect) 

~ 

No coma mariscos 
Nao coma mariscos 

Do NOT eat fish 

No coma pescado 
Nao coma peixe 

Do NOT eat lobster 

No coma langosta 
Nao coma lagosta 

Black Sea Bass: 
1 meal per month 

Shell fi sh : 
1 meal per month 
(C lark 's Cove 1 meal pe r wee k) 
in approved shell fish areas 

Do NOT eat bottom-feeding fish: 

No coma pescado de fondo: 
Nao coma peixe de fundo: Blac k Sea Bass : 

- flounder, tautog, scup, eel 
1 mea l per mont h 

- languado, tautoga, sargo, anguila 
- solha, bodilio da ostra, sargo, anguila 

For more info : https ://www .epa.gov/new-bedford-harbor 

Dartmouth 

. ..... 

Roubl-116 
Bl1dGt-

......... .... 

RouDdHIII 
Point 

Area 2 

®@ 
• ...... , ... 

UC,--

CIM11:1 
Pain!: 

Area 3 

Fair~ 

l aon'ilout .... 

-·-

Mattapoisett 

Naskerucl<ot llay 

-· lcl1nd 

Buzz.wds 
Bay 

j,,,,,,,,,,=~iiiiiiiiii••· 

18,000-acre fish consumption restrictions and advisories 
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New Bedford Harbor 

Superfund Site 

Consumption regulations and 

advisories for locally-caught seafood 

(105 CMR 260.05; 322 CMR 629(2) and USEPA advisories) Area I: do NOT 
consume ANY 
fish or shellfish 
of any kind. Area II - do NOT consume: 

- Bottom-feeding fish (scup, 
tautog, flounder and eel) 

- Lobster 
- Bluefish 
- Striped bass 
- Conch 

OK once per month: 
- Quahog (in non-restricted 

areas; OK once per week 
in Clark’s Cove) 

Area III - do NOT 
consume: 
- Lobster 

- Bluefish 
- Striped bass 

OK once per month: 
- Scup 
- Black sea bass 
- Conch 
OK once per week: 
- Quahog 
- Tautog 

Saltwater fishing license required per Mass. DMF 

For non-English translations 

and consumption recommend-

ations for sensitive populations 

(young children, pregnant 

women, etc.) use this QR code: 

ADD QR 
CODE -
9/29/23 
DRAFT 

Yellow text = Massachusetts regulations. Non-yellow  = USEPA advisories 

Seafood is an important part of a healthy diet provided it’s caught in approved areas. 



 

Seafood Consumption 
Outreach Coordinators 

• Since 2016 EPA and local 
CEDC collaborate to survey 
and educate those who fish 
locally 

• Bilingual/trilingual outreach 

• Goal:  to limit recreational 
seafood consumption from 
NBH in addition to gaining a 
better understanding of 
local fish consumption 



.

SEAFOOD CONSUMPTION QUESTIONAIRE 

DATE: 
NAME': 
LOCA1110 Ni: 

*Thi.s wfoonation • anoo.vmol!IS, none of the a115Vi"ei,; ,vili be associated W'iili yom: name or any 
family member/friends yo~i may be fishing or eating fish with. Please answer ONLY based on :fish 
caught and eaten from New Bedford Haroor. 

QUESTION 

Do you fish in the Harbor? 

\Vb.ere do you usu..1.Uy 
fish? (Use 111..,1.p as a. guide) 

What type of fish do you 

typicaJ!l~· cat.ch? (Check all 

thatappliy) 

Are you eating the fish you 

catch from the ha.rhor? 

NOTES 

□ YES 

□ 0 

Black ea Bass D Flounder D Scup D Tautog 

□ Eel □ Lobster □ Shellfish □ Othe,r: 

Does anyone else e.at the 

fish that you catch from 

th e harbor. ]Jye , ,,rho? 

(friends.ffumily?) 

QUESTION NOTES 

If you do eat seafood 
andfor :he Ilfish fro.m die 

hadior how often would 

you ts:nmi.ue you eat it as a 

:meal? 

□ lx a Vieek □ ~ xa ,veek 

□ l x a montJ1 - titnes.a month. 
□ frl,ei:y oouple ofmonths □ A few t0iiltue a :y,eM 

Hm\r many months a year 

do you normally fish? 

Only during the summer 

moo.tbs, mr year rnu.nd? 

Ifyou catch a. lot offish, 

do you freeze it and eat iit 
yeair rowid'?' 

Do you h..'1.ve any concerns 

a.bout the potential health 

e:ft'eots.of consuming 

seafood from the h..-ubm1 

\Vhy or ~ hy not? 

.Any additional notes fuom 

interview'?' 



Questions and 
Comments 

Photo credit: D. Dickerson 

For additional 
information 
please visit 

www.epa.gov/nbh 
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