
Transmitted via Overnight Courier 

June 11,2015 

Mr. Dean Tagliaferro 
EPA Project Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
c/o Weston Solutions, Inc. 
I 0 Lyman Street 
Pittsfield, MA 0 120 I 

Re: GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site 

GE Corporate 

159 Plost1cs Avenue 
Pittsfield. MA 01201 
USA 

Floodplain Residential and Non-Residential Properties Adjacent to 112 Mile Reach of 
Housatonic River (GECD710 and GECD720) 

Summary of May 2015 Tree Cage Inspections at the Group 4C Floodplain Properties 

Dear Mr. Tagliaferro: 

On May 13, 2015, the General Electric Company (GE) performed an inspection of tree cages (where 
present) at the Phase 4 properties located within the floodplain adjacent to the I Y2 Mile Reach of the 
Housatonic River. As depicted on Figure I, the Phase 4 properties within the floodplain adjacent to the 
1 Y2 Mile Reach are divided into three groups (Groups 4A, 4B, and 4C). All required inspections at the 
properties in Groups 4A and 4B were previously completed. Group 4C consists of two residential 
properties (Parcels 16-1-102 and 16-1-1 05) and four non-residential properties (Parcels 16-1-62, 16-1-103, 
16- 1-104, and 16-1-106). The final regular inspection ofthese properties was performed in August 2012, 
with the report on that inspection submitted to EPA on September 11, 2012. 

In a November 28, 2012 conditional approval letter for the September II , 2012 inspection report, EPA 
directed GE to continue to inspect the Group 4C properties annually through 2015 to determine if any tree 
cages (where present) are adversely affecting tree growth and, if so, to remove those cages. The last 
inspection of the tree cages at these properties prior to May 2015 was performed in May 2014, with the 
report on it dated June 13, 2014. Figure 2 contains the restoration planting plan for the Group 4C 
properties as shown in the relevant Final Completion Reports. 

The May 2015 inspection of the tree cages at the Group 4C properties indicated that cages remained 
around the great majority (approximately 99%) of the replanted trees on these properties. Observations 
during the inspection indicated that all of those cages were in good condition. However, one tree cage on 
Parcel 16-1-1 04 was restricting the growth of the associated tree (a cottonwood) and was removed at the 
time of the inspection. In addition, observations during the May 2015 inspection indicated that numerous 
volunteer saplings (i.e., plantings that were not installed as part of the restoration planting plan) within the 
Group 4C properties had been cut and removed by beavers. 
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EPA's November 28, 2012 letter directed that, after the 2015 tree cage inspection, GE would provide a 
proposal to EPA for addressing the tree cages in subsequent years. As noted above, the tree cages 
remaining at the Group 4C properties are in good condition. Considering the recent beaver activity at 
these properties, GE proposes to maintain the tree cages (where present) for one additional year and then 
to remove them in the spring of 2016. In addition, we note that the backfilled/restored areas at the Group 
4C properties will be inspected after severe storms (defined as events causing a peak flow on the 
Housatonic River exceeding 3,500 cfs at the U.S. Geological Survey gaging station at Coltsville) to 
ensure that they have not sustained significant damage. 

Please call me if you have any comments or questions. 

Sincerely 

Richard W. Gates 
Senior Project Manager- Environmental Remediation 

Attachments 

cc: John Kilborn, EPA* 
Christopher Ferry, ASRC Primus (electronic copy) 
Robert Leitch, USACE 
Michael Gorski , MassDEP (electronic copy) 
Eva Tor, MassDEP (electronic copy of cover letter)* 
John Ziegler, MDEP (electronic copy) 
Nancy E. Harper, MA AG* 
Karen Pelto, Mass DEP* 
Nate Joyner, City of Pittsfield (electronic copy) 
Scott Campbell, Avatar (2 copies+ electronic copy) 
Rod McLaren, GE* 
James Nuss, ARCADIS 
James Bieke, Sidley Austin 
Property Owner- Parcel 16-1-62 
Property Owner- Parcel 16-1-1 02 
Property Owner- Parcel 16-1-103 
Property Owner - Parcel I6-l-1 04 
Property Owner - Parcel 16-1-1 06 
Public Information Repositories 
GE Internal Repository 

* cover letter only 
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17-1-101 

LESLEY ST 

LEGEND 

PROPERTY BOUNDARY 

17-1-2 PROPERTY ID 

VEGETATION 

-980- ELEVATION CONTOUR 

EDGE OF WA TIER 

PAVED ROADWAY 

:::::::::::::: UNPAVED ROADWAY OR TRAIL 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY - ACTUAL/POTIENTIAL 
LAWN AREA (AS DEFINED IN SOW) - NON-GE-OWNED RECREATIONAL PROPERTY -
NON-BANK AREA - GE-OWNED RECREATIONAL PROPERTY -
NON-BANK AREA 

NOTES: 

1. THE BASE MAP FEATURES PRESENTIED ON THIS 
FIGURE WERE PHOTOGRAMMETRICALL Y MAPPED FROM 
APRIL 1990 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS. 

2. PARCEL IDENTIFICATION AND BOUNDARIES ARE 
BASED ON CITY OF PITTSFIELD TAX ASSESSORS' 
INFORMATION. 
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GltAPIC SCALE 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

PHASE 4 FLOODPLAIN PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO THE 
11/2 MILE REACH OF THE HOUSATONIC RIVER 

SITE PLAN 

ARCADIS 
FIGURE 
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CNIIIAU.Y I'I.NI'ID 11IE£S 

~ Total Pia-
... ~-Sliver UGple 

( Acer ~o~~h orin um) 
Red Mople 

21111 (Acer rubrum) 
Sugar UG~Ie 
fAcer ~o~~hoNm 1 
Eastern Cottmwood 
fPooulu& daltold~a-)- 117 

Bo~e Elder-
( Acer n e; 1.1nd~:~) 1111 

Northern Arrowood 
I (VIburnum dentotum} 

VAnterberry Holly 
(lie~~: wrtic~o~llot~) II 

Dogwood 
fcomua aarcea) 10 

Chokecherry 
fPrunu• Ylro~llon•1 4 

Tolll -Note: 3 of the mopl813 planted w1thln 
the Phoae 4C propert1ec ore on 
ruldentiCII Parcel 16-1-10~ The 
remaining mopiC31 were planted 
on non-rPsidantiol porosis. 

-.vnm 1R££S 

"'""'- ~-- OHI!IIts ~fl.) - "' Ropiii!Uit 
Nt~rthem Arro~ood 

Octob.- 2DD8 6 3' ('llbumum dentatum) 

Dog'A'ood (Comus aarcca) Octob<r 2008 3 J" 

Chokec:tlerry Octob.- 2008 1 2' 
(Prunug \Argln1ono} May 2010 1 2' 

EGetfi'TI Cottol'lwood * May 2010 79 1&' (Populus deltardco) 

Red Maple (Acer rubrum) • May 2010 eo 12' 

Note: ., OENOlES SUBSTITUlE SPECIES (PROPOSED BY GE AND 
APPRO\'ED BY EPA) 10 BE PLANlED IN UE\J OF BOX ELDERS. 

001fTNNEA2ED PLAifT 
(REMQIIE OONlNNER 
BEFORE PWfTlHC) 

12.•11 AS8EM8t.£D 
WD.CED WIRE 
lREE PROTEI:'I'OR 

......... 
1REE PLANTING DETAIL 

NO 1ICAl£ 

TREE PROTECTOR DETAIL 
NO seAl£ 

NOTE: lao'ELDED l'ARE 1REE PRDI'mTDR IS 1D BE 
M"NU"t.LT R:EMOIJ'ED CNCE 1REE HA& ORO'.¥~ 
TO 4" 081-l 

LEGEND 

----- ~~~a.ARY ~ Fl.OOOPLAJ!t PR<PEJmES AS DESCIIJATm 

------ H'"f"RRKINA 1E PARCEL BOUNOARY 

APPRCKIUA 1[ I-IORiza.JT.oL UMITS CE A\DAGNG AR£A 

16-1-62 PRa>ERTV PMCB. 10 

----- 10 YEAR FLOOOPLAIH 

--- 1.\RE FDI~ 
----- CWAIN LINK FEN~ 

---- MlalEN FE!<<% ---= STOIJ£ WALLjRHAJNNG W.OU. 

----- WA.l[R UN£ 

--- I;ASUHE 

--- SANITARY SEWER 

--- O'V£1tW£AO Q.£CTRIO 

--970- ELEVAllat ~lQJR (1 FOOT OOOTVUR llfTERV.ol) 

, • • • • • • • • , EDGE Cl BU91ES/l1EOGE e SWRUB 

• CCMf"ERDUS TREE 

0 D£C10Ua.JS lREE 

X:X U~T POLE 

10. UllLITY POLE 

• SAAITAAY M4UHOLE 

liC H'r1JRAN1 

---- £ASO.C£N1 UN£ 

IIPPR'OXIUATE EDGE OF WATER 

1000000<1 ~a ... fS~~O Y.1'11·1 £PAt 1 1/2 NIL£ RtACW 

I UMIT5 DF SOIL REl40VAL 

NOTlS; 
1. TJ.I£ BAS£ MIP FP.lUit[S; (DCaJJ[UIC Tl£ Rl\l[ltS) PR£SOIT[D at TJ.IIS; FIOORC AA£ 

FRI:W !JJR\n BY HilL ENQ~S:. otRCHnECR NtD 1'\.AtflER!I, FILE NO. 

WJ~~·1~~Fdi'l~wo~11:.:& ~~C&ltffl~~I.:.orP£1) 
Z. THE 10 )fAit fLOOa'"I.Jtllt Ut£ IS IIPI"Ro.'<IICATE HtD 'o'IAS [f:li:J\UJ U91tl; 

H'11JftHJUC UOOEI.JHC PDJCfUIED lilY BLAS~O, BOOCK A; LEE. I•X::. (1f04) ANO 
AVSIILAII.£ 10P03RN"HIC tAAPAhQ. 

J, UTIUTIES ME StK1 .. JII!t Nt APPROXrAAlEO WAY ONLY Attl All VDLJreS WAY »!n 
sE SHO'.W. 

4. THE PAIIUI.S SHO'J)I HEREOO NAV BE 3UIN£CT 10 IISCHT'S AtD EASEMENTS AS 
COJITNUEO C1 1HE W.RIDU:S DEEDS OF R€CORO OE:S~BINO SAD PREJAISES. otU. 
Rll~·flS AUD [ASEJIUI1S MAY mT SC DEPICTED ~€REa\~. 
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PHAIE. FLOODPLAIN PROPERnES ADJACENT TD111E 
1112 MLE REACH OF 111E HOUMTO,.C RIVER 

RESTORA110N PLAN11NG PLAN 
FOR PHASE 4-GROUP 4C 
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