GE Corporate

159 Plastics Avenue
Pittsfield, MA 01201
USA

Transmitted via Overnight Courier

June 11, 2015

Mr. Dean Tagliaferro

EPA Project Coordinator

United States Environmental Protection Agency
c/o Weston Solutions, Inc.

10 Lyman Street

Pittsfield, MA 01201

Re: GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site
Floodplain Residential and Non-Residential Properties Adjacent to 12 Mile Reach of
Housatonic River (GECD710 and GECD720)
Summary of May 2015 Tree Cage Inspections at the Group 4C Floodplain Properties

Dear Mr. Tagliaferro:

On May 13, 2015, the General Electric Company (GE) performed an inspection of tree cages (where
present) at the Phase 4 properties located within the floodplain adjacent to the 1%4 Mile Reach of the
Housatonic River. As depicted on Figure 1, the Phase 4 properties within the floodplain adjacent to the
12 Mile Reach are divided into three groups (Groups 4A, 4B, and 4C). All required inspections at the
properties in Groups 4A and 4B were previously completed. Group 4C consists of two residential
properties (Parcels 16-1-102 and 16-1-105) and four non-residential properties (Parcels 16-1-62, 16-1-103,
16-1-104, and 16-1-106). The final regular inspection of these properties was performed in August 2012,
with the report on that inspection submitted to EPA on September 11, 2012.

In a November 28, 2012 conditional approval letter for the September 11, 2012 inspection report, EPA
directed GE to continue to inspect the Group 4C properties annually through 2015 to determine if any tree
cages (where present) are adversely affecting tree growth and, if so, to remove those cages. The last
inspection of the tree cages at these properties prior to May 2015 was performed in May 2014, with the
report on it dated June 13, 2014. Figure 2 contains the restoration planting plan for the Group 4C
properties as shown in the relevant Final Completion Reports.

The May 2015 inspection of the tree cages at the Group 4C properties indicated that cages remained
around the great majority (approximately 99%) of the replanted trees on these properties. Observations
during the inspection indicated that all of those cages were in good condition. However, one tree cage on
Parcel 16-1-104 was restricting the growth of the associated tree (a cottonwood) and was removed at the
time of the inspection. In addition, observations during the May 2015 inspection indicated that numerous
volunteer saplings (i.e., plantings that were not installed as part of the restoration planting plan) within the
Group 4C properties had been cut and removed by beavers.
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EPA’s November 28, 2012 letter directed that, after the 2015 tree cage inspection, GE would provide a
proposal to EPA for addressing the tree cages in subsequent years. As noted above, the tree cages
remaining at the Group 4C properties are in good condition. Considering the recent beaver activity at
these properties, GE proposes to maintain the tree cages (where present) for one additional year and then
to remove them in the spring of 2016. In addition, we note that the backfilled/restored areas at the Group
4C properties will be inspected after severe storms (defined as events causing a peak flow on the
Housatonic River exceeding 3,500 cfs at the U.S. Geological Survey gaging station at Coltsville) to
ensure that they have not sustained significant damage.

Please call me if you have any comments or questions.

Sincerely
Puchond 20. Yockes /e

Richard W. Gates
Senior Project Manager — Environmental Remediation

Attachments

cc:  John Kilborn, EPA¥*
Christopher Ferry, ASRC Primus (electronic copy)
Robert Leitch, USACE
Michael Gorski, MassDEP (electronic copy)
Eva Tor, MassDEP (electronic copy of cover letter)*
John Ziegler, MDEP (electronic copy)
Nancy E. Harper, MA AG*
Karen Pelto, Mass DEP*
Nate Joyner, City of Pittsfield (electronic copy)
Scott Campbell, Avatar (2 copies + electronic copy)
Rod McLaren, GE*
James Nuss, ARCADIS
James Bieke, Sidley Austin
Property Owner — Parcel 16-1-62
Property Owner — Parcel 16-1-102
Property Owner — Parcel 16-1-103
Property Owner — Parcel 16-1-104
Property Owner — Parcel 16-1-106
Public Information Repositories
GE Internal Repository

* cover letter only
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