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SITE UPDATE 

New BedfOrd Harbor Superfund Site 
U.S. EPA I HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGIAM AT EPA NEW ENGLAND 

THE SUPERFUND PIOGRAM prot.m hwman health 
end Ille ""wl'OlImelll by IIIIH:fIjf'Jtlnr find de(IIIJ"r vp o(te"<Ibandotte<i 
hazardowl WOlle JIteJ and engt1iIn, cam/mUl/lleo threwp","! the precen. 
Many'" th .... iw are com~I"" and "..,d IOIIf"Wm cleGnvp oxtianr. 
TIlon rerpOll$Ib/t (01" COlltClllhl<ltloll crt held N~le (or cleGlIlIP <mfr. 
EPA J!IWeJ C<I rerum preyl<l1IS!y colllllmln<lte<l land and Jl<'ull<l'wmlr 

to ~rodllaw. WHo --_. __ ._-----_. 
NEW IIEDFORD HARBOR CLEANUP UPDATE: KET CONTA.CTS, 

CONFINED AQUATIC DISPOSAL CELL (CAD) DESIGN START 

EPA """ JlI"'I'IlInd "iI intiIrn"IOIion 1<1 di~ adcI_ "'_ .. and CO""""" "' ... by tho """",urIiIJ of 
New !oedford ........ 1'" 1he ..... d. 'confined oqurtlc dllpOSli" tel h !he Superl\md delnup <lfth. Harbor, .-.d 
wl>ethrtt.i. methad an ..r.Iy mrrIU1 """'" cf"lho """"" .1>:1) a>rrIamiroole<l fll wiII1n ". Horbor. 

WHAT II A CAD CELLI 
Th. New lledfard Harbor Superfund CAD <:ell will 
b. I "'"lHnod ... coppod und.~w conloinmont 
<ell Firft the .... 1 for the CAD <:ellis d"llMo the 
h.rt>~r fiaor, """" .. Ii,,, the sedi ..... nlio c.--te the 
'PI«' for th. CAD. Th. onJinl1 moterill io <O<Qo 

votod ond to"n to on oppl"O'led ofHhon fldlll)' or 
reused li>r l>er>elici.1 u,e, if opprepri.te. Con_ 
n.ted edim.nl fn:>m 111. harter, wi. II1cn b. placed 
IMo "tho CAD <oi, allowed "tI",. to consolioKte Ind 
then copped. TIle corrtornlnotod sedl ..... nt I. held In 
place by exisli", c!errn .edi",ents on 111 •• id ••• nd 
b_m of tho ",I, Ind I cop on the "'p. CAD ",II. 
II ..... b&en uoed succeufuliy for contlmlnOle<! IIIVI­
p!IonII .edl"'eni' In New Bedfcrd .. well .. mony 
athor parts ond woIerways indudins _n .nd 
I'ro¥Id..,«o. A .lrrrpllflod ,,:I,on-.t!c dhow tho CAD 
cell wli I>e constructed I •• hown below. 

WHEN DID EPA DECIDE 
TO USE A CAD CELLI 
Tho d.clslon 10 build tho CAD c.II wu mod. in Much 
2011 by the US EPA .fie, po.bli< comment. The CAD 
cell i. I>ei", ... iSned new _ .... Iy ;" 2012. CD .. !nJo. 

tlcn ~ exp.ct.d 10 bopliiter In th. ~r. Th. CAD 
cell will be located In • rtltHpp......ed .reo ;" New 
_ H.rbor _n lho ~ 195 ..,d Rt. , I>rid&u-

WHY HAS EPA CHOSEN 

TO USE A CAD CELL IN 
NEW BEDFORD HARIIOIU 
The CAD «I wiI .... bl. complotion d tire lower 
harbordoMup mora quldd)l.-.d l<t I Iowor tort Tho 
CAD eel wu .electedforth. dllpOSli of!lQO.OOO C\JbIc 
)'&tdJ d Jedi"rlorrt corrtoinifll b_ 51J.1~ PP'" of 
PCIIo Ioc:R!cI rrrastiy;" 111. lower harbor"""" ofll1. 
""5 br1d,.. Th_ I ...... oro "'""" Iowor 1han th. 
I ....... ",..,d In !he upper hll"bor • ....,Ich ....,,. up Ie bur 
lhau .. nd ppm ""!'Cilo. 

HOW LONG WILL 

THE CAD CELL PROJECT 
TAKE TO COMPLETEr 
Tho CAD colli. onIlc1ported 10 bo dUI b.«lmlnl thl' 
)'Oor ond completed In 2019. The time .nd cost to 
complete Ih. h.rbor d.lnup, includi", lho fIIlinS 
cf tho CAD <:ell wiII1 corrlArninated motorial ..,d 
th. coppinl of !hi CAD cell, dep.nd •• mlraly on 
OMuli flJl"I<Il", oppropriOllon •. Keeplnl ;" mind the 
d.tod.oIo", Ilmefr ...... thai ... m.ins for d •• nup Df 
tho harbor, th .... an bo 110 , ..... ""'. what foWra 
fu"dln, 1oNe1. will be. 
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SUPERFUND I HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM AT EPA NEW E N GLAND SITE UPDATE 

HOW MUCH OF 

NEW BEDFORD HARBOR 

WILL BE CLEANED UP 

AS A RESULT OF USING 

THE CAD CELL? 
After the CAD cell is fi lled, more than 80% of the 
geographic area of (the Upper and Lower Harbor 

Operable Unit) the New Bedford Harbor Super­
fund Site requiring cleanup under the Superfund 
program will be safely disposed of into the CAD 
cell. Specifica lly, almost all of the sediment exceed­

ing Superfund cleanup levels located between 
Sawyer Street to the north and the hurricane 
barrier to the south (approximately 300,000 cubic 
yards) wil l be disposed of into the CAD cell. 

HOW DO YOU KNOW 

IT WILL BE SAFE TO 

INSTALL THE CAD CELL 

AND KEEP IT SEALED? 
Data collected and evaluated during the construc­

tion of other CAD cells, including in New Bedford, 
supports EPA's determination that a CAD cell is a 
safe, permanent solution for disposing of contam~ 
nated Harbor sediment. EPA has also conducted 
computer model ing of potential leakage of contam~ 
nants which shows that a CAD cell located in New 

Bedford Harbor would be stable and not subject 
to leakage to the environment.. EPA will conduct 
an extensive program of monitoring air, water, and 
sediment during the project and make the data avai~ 
able to the public. As with any cleanup site, if signif~ 

cant issues arise during design and constr uction of a 
remedy. we would re-evaluate the issue(s) to make 
sure that our remedy protects human health and the 
environment. EPA does not intend to move forward 
with any remedy that does not protect the health of 
New Bedford citizens, or the harbor. 

WHO IS PERFORMING 
THE DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION? 
The work is being performed through a coopera­
tive agreement that EPA has signed with the New 
Bedford Harbor Development Commission (HOC) 
which has extensive experience with the construc­

~"·i ·'" 'i. ~ '"'~'"i·iii".~"iii.iI"' c=> 
elean sand ,,,,d sn,vel 

-

I. Harbor bollom as is 2 . Excavation of top silts 3 . Excavation of clean sand 

-
4, ['["ccment o f sediments S. Placement o f initi,,1 cap 6. Sur face fi lls In on:r time 

tion and filling of CAD cells. The HOC has hired 

APEX Companies, LLC to design and construct the 
CAD cell APEX has prior experience designing 
and overseeing construction of navigational CAD 
cel ls in New Bedford Harbor. 

HOW CAN I GET MORE 

INFORMATION ABOUT 

THE CAD CELL PROJECT? 
In addition to ongOing community outreach. EPA 
has funded a ' Te<:hnical Assistance Grant" or 'TAG' 
to the Buzzard's Bay Coalition. Dr. Frank Bohlen of 

the Department of Marine Sciences at the Univers~ 

ty of Connecticut has been hired with TAG funds to 
review technical information about the project. As 
part of the EPA de<:ision to design, construct, and 

fil l a CAD cell. a technical workgroup (TWG) open 
to individuals and organizations interested in the 
project was formed to review and discuss design 
and construction documents. Dr. Bohlen will be 
attending the TWG meetings to provide technical 
input to the group, address community questions 
about te<:hnical aspects of the project, and provide 

feedback to EPA. 

IJ$FoP....... ' · _ 


WHAT ARE SOME 

ELEMENTS OF A TAG? 
The TAG program provides money to community 
groups to pay for technical advisors to interpret 
and explain te<:hnical reports , site conditions. and 
EPA's current and future cleanup plans 

Once EPA has provided the $50.000 grant. it can 
be used for up to three years with extensions 
possible if needed and Additional TAG funds may 
be avai lable. Only one TAG can be given for each 
Superfund site. 

The next meeting of the te<:hnical working group 
with the TAG advisor is scheduled for March 1. 
2012 at the Buzzards Bay Coalit ion's offices at 114 
Front Street in New Bedford, 
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