
Lower Neponset River 
Superfund Site

June Public Meeting



Zoom Participation 

There is a hybrid portion to today’s 
workshop, which means that:
•Some participants will join via Zoom
•Zoom participants will be following along 

with the presentations and can ask 
questions
•This meeting will be recorded



Agenda

• EPA Introductions

• Lower Neponset River Site Summary

• Lower Neponset River Site Updates

• Timeline 

•Community Involvement Resources

• Environmental Justice Resources

•Questions and Answers



Introductions
• Ashlin Brooks, Community Involvement Coordinator

• ZaNetta Purnell, Community Involvement Coordinator

• Gevon Solomon, Environmental Justice Program Specialist 

• Tristan Pluta, Remedial Project Manager





Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls 
(PCBs)
• Man-made chemicals

• Manufactured from 1929 – 
1979

• Used in hundreds of 
industrial and commercial 
applications
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Examples of Historical Uses of PCBs



PCBs and the Environment
• Bioaccumulation: Once in the environment, PCBs tend to concentrate 

up the food the food chain. 
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Safe Activities

Not Recommended:



Where in the Superfund process is the 
Lower Neponset River?



Lewis Chemical Update

• Clearing vegetation and trees prior to 
excavation

• Excavation to begin week of June 12th

• Air monitoring 

• Water suppression to mitigate airborne 
dust

• All stockpiles secured during non-working 
hours

• Traffic transportation plan coordinated 
with City of Boston, local police, and traffic 
departments

• Approximate 6 months to complete 
excavation and remediation



Riverside Square Update

• Boundary survey completed
• 25-foot sampling grid established 

with signed access agreements 
• Soil sampling will occur in top 3 

feet
• Sampling in backyards and DCR-

owned land
• Sampling for PCBs and metal 

contamination
• Sampling plan coordinated with 

Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection

• Sampling planned for July 2023
• Results planned for September 

2023



Lower Neponset 
River Remedial 
Updates

• Mapping of river channel and 
banks

• Ecological and historical survey

• Phase I sampling this summer in 
the first mile of the River

• Phase II sampling (rest of river) in 
contracting phase. 
• Planned for Spring/Summer 2024

Image from United States Geological Survey (USGS)



Timeline for Remediation Work
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Phase I remedial 

investigation

Summer 2023

Complete Riverside 

investigation

Fall 2023

Complete Lewis 

Chemical work

December 2023

Phase II remedial 

investigation

Spring/Summer 

2024

Complete early 

action analysis

June 2024

Remediation in first 

mile of river

2025+



How Does This 
Work Affect the 
Community?

• Temporary use of a portion of the parking lot at 
Neponset Esplande Park

• Increased truck traffic near Fairmount Station

• Possible increased construction noise near the 
Fairmount Station

• Sampling crews will be present along the river 
(small team)

• Coordination with landowners along the river



EPA in the Community 

• November 2022 Superfund workshops

• Reuse interviews

• Consultations with historical and tribal offices

• Doyle Park Day

• Hyde Park Idea Exchange 

• Juneteenth Joy Celebration in Hyde Park 

• Boston Public Schools KeySteps Program 



Community Involvement Timeline

18

Public comment on the 

Community 

Involvement Plan

June – August 2023

Set up of Community 

Advisory Group

Summer 2023

Public Meeting with 

National Sediment 

Experts

Fall 2023

General Public Meeting 

Summer 2024

Public comment on 

proposed early action

Fall 2024





Community Involvement Resources

•Community Advisory Group (CAG)

• Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)

• Technical Assistance Services for Communities 
(TASC) Program

• Technical Assistance Needs Assessment

•Conflict Prevention and Resolution Center



What is a Community Advisory Group (CAG)?

• A Community Advisory Group (CAG) is made up of 
representatives of diverse community perspectives.

• It provides a public forum for community members to present 
and discuss their needs and concerns related to Superfund 
decision-making. A CAG can assist EPA in making better 
decisions on how to clean up a site.

• The earlier a CAG is formed, the more its members can 
participate in and impact site activities and cleanup decisions.



What is a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)?

• A Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) is a federal grant that helps 
communities participate in Superfund cleanup decision-
making. 

• It provides funding to community groups to contract their own 
technical advisor to interpret and explain technical reports, 
site conditions, and EPA’s proposed cleanup proposals and 
decisions.

• There can only be one TAG at a time.



What is The Technical Assistance Services for 
Communities (TASC) Program?

• Provides independent assistance through a national EPA contract. 

• Services are determined on a project-specific basis and provided 
at no cost to communities. 

• There are also no administration responsibilities for the 
community.



What is a Technical Assistance Needs Assessment 
(TANA)?

• A process to identify whether a community requires 
additional support understanding technical 
information

• TANAs can be conducted by the EPA site team or a 
contractor and are informed by discussions with 
community members. 

• A TANA results in a summary report with a list of 
technical needs and recommendations to meet those 
needs.



What is the Conflict Prevention and 
Resolution Center?

•Expert services in conflict and 
environmental issues assessment

•Services are provided by independent 
neutral mediators and facilitators who are 
trained conflict resolution specialists.



Environmental Justice Funding Resources

• National EJ Grant Programs
• EJ Small Grants Program

• Supports and empowers communities working on 
solutions to local environmental and public health 
issues

• Designed to help communities understand and 
address exposure to multiple environmental harms 
and risks

• Funds projects up to $100,000



Environmental Justice Resources
• National EJ Grant Programs

• EJ Collaborative Problem-Solving Program
• Provides financial assistance to community-based 

nonprofit organizations (CBOs) in their collaboration with 
other stakeholders to develop solutions that significantly 
address environmental or public health issue(s) in 
communities disproportionately burdened by 
environmental harms

• Assists recipients in building collaborative partnerships 
with other stakeholders (e.g., local businesses and industry, 
local government, medical service providers, academia, 
etc.) to develop solutions to environmental or public health 
issue(s) at the community level

• Funds projects up to $500,000



Environmental Justice Resources

• National EJ Grant Programs
• EJ Government to Government Program

• The Environmental Justice Government-to-
Government (EJG2G) program provides funding 
at the state, local, territorial, and tribal level to 
support government activities that lead to 
measurable environmental or public health 
impacts in communities disproportionately 
burdened by environmental harms.

• Funds cooperative agreements nationwide up 
to $1,000,000 per award



Environmental Justice Resources
• National EJ Grant Programs

• Environmental and Climate Justice (ECJ) Program
• New program under Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

• Provides funding for financial and technical assistance 
to carry out environmental and climate justice 
activities to benefit underserved and overburdened 
communities

• Congress has appropriated $2.8 billion for financial 
assistance, and $200 million for technical assistance, 
to implement this new program at the EPA



Environmental Justice Resources

• Region 1 Grant Program
• Healthy Community Grant Program

• Targets resources to benefit communities at risk 
assess, understand, and reduce environmental and 
human health risks in communities; increase 
collaboration and partnerships; build institutional and 
community capacity to understand and solve 
environmental and human health problems; and 
achieve measurable environmental results

• Generally issued every year January-March

• Funds projects up to $40,000



Stay Updated
Website:
Epa.gov/neponsetriver

Mailbox: 
R1Neponset@epa.gov

Join our email list!

We will continue to send out 
information in coordination 
with community groups, 
newspapers, paper mailings, 
etc.

mailto:R1Neponset@epa.gov


Questions and Answers



Thank you for your time!

Our new site email is 
R1Neponset@epa.gov
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