
New Bedford Harbor 
Superfund Site 

Virtual Public Meeting

October 20th, 2021

6:30PM – 7:30PM

EPA Remedial Project Managers:

Dave Dickerson and Natalie Burgo

Community Involvement Coordinators:

Charlotte Gray and ZaNetta Purnell

Acushnet

Clark’s Point/Fort Rodman



Virtual Meeting Participant Instructions

Hang up 
button

MUTE your PC mic button

See participants

Ask questions / share comment

Turn your video on/off



Ground 
Rules for 
Online 
Participation

Our requests:

Keep your microphone muted when not 
speaking

Respect time limits for questions and 
comments

Keep comments and chats respectful and 
appropriate for a public audience

Follow the facilitators’ guidance and 
instructions on how to participate



Project Team

• ZaNetta Purnell – EPA Community Involvement Coordinator

• Charlotte Gray – EPA Community Involvement Coordinator

• Dave Dickerson – EPA Remedial Project Manager

• Natalie Burgo – EPA Remedial Project Manager

• Marie Esten – US Army Corps of Engineers Project Manager

• Paul Craffey – Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Project Manager



Agenda

Review of 2021 remedial 
actions

Video of remedial work taken 
by local resident, Ed Pepin

Summary of upcoming 2022 
remedial actions and 
community involvement



Summary of 2021 
Accomplishments

1. East Zone 1 (EZ1) shoreline planting 

2. West Zone 1 (WZ1) shoreline planting

3. East Zone 4 (EZ4) shoreline remediation and planting 

4. East Zone 5 (EZ5) shoreline remediation and planting

5. West Zone 4 (WZ4) shoreline remediation and planting  

6. West Zone 5 (WZ5) shoreline remediation and planting

7. Parcel 265 saltmarsh planting and temporary wave 
break installation



New Bedford 
Harbor Overview, 

October 2021



East Zone 1 
(EZ1) Shoreline 

Planting 

• 8.6-acre excavation area 
and abutting construction 
zones

• 3,300 shrubs and trees

• 34,000 salt marsh plants

• NE Conservation/Wildlife 
seed mix 







West Zone 1 
(WZ1) 

Shoreline 
Planting

• 1-acre excavation area 
and abutting construction 
zones

• 500 shrubs and trees

• 7,200 salt marsh plants

• NE Conservation/Wildlife 
seed mix 



West Zone 1 Planting Progress

Spring 2021 Fall 2021



West Zone 4 
(WZ4) 

Shoreline 
Remediation 
and Planting  

• 1.1 acres (4,256 yd3) of 
contaminated 
sediment removed

• 1,500 shrubs and trees

• Salt marsh planting in 
Spring 2022



Excavation of contaminated 
sediment

Installation of coir logs 
prior to topsoil placement



West Zone 5 
(WZ5) 

Shoreline 
Remediation

• 0.5 acres (1,110 yd3) of 
contaminated 
sediment removed

• 200 shrubs and trees

• Salt marsh planting in 
Spring 2022



Photo credit: Edward Pepin



East Zone 4 
(EZ4) Shoreline 

Remediation 
and Planting 

• 2.1 acres (4,323 yd3) 
of contaminated 
sediment removed

• 1,850 shrubs and 
trees 

• 100,000+ salt marsh 
plants (Spartina)



East Zone 5 
(EZ5) 

Shoreline 
Remediation 
and Planting

• 2.7 acres (6,247 yd3) of 
contaminated sediment 
removed

• 550 shrubs and trees

• 40,600 salt marsh 
plants



Video of remedial work taken 
by local resident, Ed Pepin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cI1_rLDIwtw&t=218s




SALTMARSH PLANTINGS

Photo credit: Edward Pepin



Parcel 265 
Shoreline 
Planting

• Approximately 
11,000 salt marsh 
plants

• Installation of willow 
stakes on top of 
bank

• Herbivory fencing 
installation



Parcel 265 
Restoration



Pierce Mill 
Cove / Coffin 

Avenue Poison 
Ivy Control

“Goatscaping” 
conducted by 
City of New 

Bedford



Long Term 
Monitoring
Round VII 

Completed October 
2020
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1. Capping of the EPA Lower Harbor CAD Cell by the New 
Bedford Port Authority

2. West Zone 4 and 5 salt marsh plantings

3. Replanting of Pierce Mill Cove salt marsh

4. Monitoring and maintenance of remediated shorelines 
to date

Remaining upper harbor intertidal zones are awaiting 
additional funding

Summary of 
Upcoming 2022 
Remedial Actions



2010 EPA Recommendations for 
Recreational Fisherman/Shell 
fisherman per Superfund Risk 

Assessment 



Outreach Coordinator 
Update

• EPA and Community Economic 
Development Center (CEDC) work 
collaboratively to survey community 
members on fish consumption from 
harbor

• Surveys are asked to people who are 
fishing along harbor

• Have been surveying since 2015

• Bilingual/trilingual outreach

• Goal:  to limit recreational seafood 
consumption from NBH in addition to 
gaining a better understanding of 
fishing community



Seafood Consumption Questionnaire



Updating Community Involvement Plan (CIP)

• Site specific strategy to enable meaningful community involvement throughout the 
Superfund cleanup process.

• Specify planned community involvement activities to address community needs, 
concerns, and expectations 
• Identified through community interviews and other means.

• The CIP is a “living” document and is revised as site conditions change.

• We will be conducting interviews and looking for feedback

• Interested? Email Charlotte Gray- gray.charlotte@epa.gov



Questions and 
Comments

For additional 
information, 

please visit 
www.epa.gov/nbh


