
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Bo-Rit Asbestos Site Update 
Ambler/Whitpain/Upper Dublin  

Montgomery County, PA 
November 2006 

Second Round of Sampling 
Completed 

EPA and PaDEP have completed the 
second round of air and soil sam-
pling at the Bo-Rit Asbestos Site lo-
cated along West Maple Street in 
Ambler, PA. Final results are ex-
pected to be validated and analyzed 
by January 2007 

The second round was conducted to 
a provide more accurate and detailed 
picture of the site. 

The sampling was conducted in coor-
dination with the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (PaDEP) the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) and the Montgomery 
County Health Department. 

Site Description 

The now-vacant property consists of 
three parcels of land — the current 
Kane-Core Property, the Wissahickon 
Watershed Authority Waterfowl Pre-
serve and the former Whitpain Park.  

The site was previously used as a 
disposal area for Asbestos Contain-
ing Materials (ACM). Residents origi-
nally brought the site to the atten-
tion of environmental officials be-
cause they were concerned that 
some buried ACM was being un-
earthed due to soil erosion. They 
were also concerned that ACM was 
visible in the adjacent stream and 
creek beds due to surface water ero-
sion. 

Previous Sampling 

In April 2006, EPA and PaDEP took 
air, water, soil and sediment samples 
at various locations across the site. 
The results showed: 

 Four surface soil samples indi-
cated elevated levels of polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). 
The risk of exposure to PAHs, 
however, is minimal. 

 Six air samples results indicated 
presence of asbestos. The data, 
however, was inconclusive be-
cause the sampling filters were 
overloaded with dust. 

 Soil sampling found chrysotile-
type asbestos in five of the seven 
samples; amphibole-type asbes-
tos was found in three of the 
seven samples. 

 Five surface water samples, 
were taken and chrysotile-type 
asbestos was found in one of the 
five samples. This means that as-
bestos has spread from the site

 I 

 into the nearby stream. 

 Three sediment samples were 
taken upstream and downstream. 
Samples indicated the presence of 
chrysotile-type asbestos. 

What’s Next? 

EPA and PaDEP will take a series of 
static and activity-based samples 
over the course of the next year. An 
activity-based sample is taken while 
a person is wearing an air monitor 
and simulating actual activities that 
might take place at the site, such as 
grass cutting, recreational activities 
etc. 

Air Monitor on Bo-Rit Site 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stream Bank Stabilization 

In addition to the sampling, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers are devel-
oping plans to stabilize the banks of 
the surrounding waterways. This 
stabilization will reduce erosion, and 
therefore, minimize the amount of 
asbestos that might spread into the 
waterways. 

Question of Health Risk 

The Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is 
working with the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health and the Mont-
gomery County Health Department 
to evaluate public health concerns 
related to the asbestos contamina-
tion at the BO-RIT site. 

The primary concern regarding as-
bestos exposure is with air-borne as-
bestos fibers entering the body 
through inhalation as opposed to ex-
posure by dermal contact or inges-
tion. Currently, there are no health 
or risk-based guidelines for asbestos 
in soil or sediment and data for 
these media must be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis. A drinking wa-
ter standard to protect public health 
exists for asbestos; the level is 7 
million fibers per liter (MFL) and it 
specifically applies to public water 
supplies. The Wissahickon Creek is 
not used as a drinking water source 
downgradient of Ambler. 

The public health agencies do not 
feel there is enough evidence to 
make specific public health recom-

mendations for community members 
at this time, beyond continuing to 
avoid disturbing site soils especially 
at the known areas of asbestos ma-
terial on the site. 

Contacts 

EPA On-Scene Coordinator 
Eduardo Rovira 
215-814-3436 

Rovira.eduardo@epa.gov 

Community Involvement Coordinator 
Larry Johnson 
215-814-3239 

Johnson.larry@epa.gov 

PaDEP Community Relations 
Lynda Rebarchak 
484-250-5820 

Agency for Toxic Substances and  

Disease Registry
 

Jack Kelly 
215-814-3112 

Kelly.jack@epa.gov 

Montgomery County Department of 

Health 


Harriet Morton 
510-278-5167 

hmorton@mail.montcopa.org 

Glossary of Terms 
PAHs-Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs) are a group of over 100 different 
chemicals that are formed during the in-
complete burning of coal oil and gas, gar-
bage or other organic substances like to-
bacco or charbroiled meat. PAHs are usu-
ally found as a mixture containing two or 
more of these compounds, such as soot. 

Chrysotile-type asbestos-Long, flexible, 
serpentine fibers. More easily broken down 
and cleared from the lungs. 

Amphibole-type asbestos-Rod-shaped, 
brittle fibers. More difficult to break down 
and clear from the lungs.  

Larry John son 
1650 Arch St reet 
Mailcode : 3 HS52 
Philadelph ia, Pa 19103 
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mailto:Kelly.jack@epa.gov
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